Gentlemens Undertaking 


+/+  Whereinis ſhewed; That it is neither againft Scripture, _ 
rl ys xo to defend their Juſt and Legat & 
Rights, againſt the Illegal Invaders of ther. . o How 
"Occafornit*'pbes by ſee © Private Diarey "rap | Una 


now ſubmitted to better Fadmen F. % 
" WA £4 © uf a ; 


Printed in the Year' 168g, 


— — 


831.70 


5 . +P "py ch» A = Sdn ” 
t3-36d 21. 91 3560 4,03 4/000 Ci OHDOT 


Ct c 
TEL) © 340LMLS Eagtol 02 -viteaon Is10M Ct 
[1 *0:ernbaviul legalli ads Rniggs, cuiigtH 


= —_— ——" — — -—— 


Ap --— - _——_— - — —— _ - 


: 4 % . h ; % q 
DEE ASCOT IITTENC 
z% "1 > \\ \% A 4h % OOTY 


4 . 3% 8 


—_— _ _ _ —_ . 


x 


63d, 2W5YL. vil2 11 Hganit! 


- / 7 {4 


W? Jt '- 
= 5 Jy Rs 


[ agigyt 'N 
The. pri TO FEI $>>as er 
A. RS hrs taken; into\Cap 
Ay W \s\hewed; Fhabit is 


ptarc:; not. moral 
ED to defend: their-Jult \and' Legal 


+ 


ainſt,,the,Illopaka and-{nuſt 


$f them, Ry-Aay ob:hjection 
Wer. Nl 1J4O 9% Nov 
ONSIVSSI 2G 17166 


IIck, WR PO? - again Scripture is 
Qljcaans\: codll is, urs 
Ap at it is mot inconſiſtent with theFrame 
TY the Government in General, Ob). 4 
3. Not againſt the Law, but the Law- "i, 2 


þ- 5. 
4 Not Rebellion, Ob). 6. 


T- 
6. No awkat AZ in a moral Senſe, Obj. $. 
7. Not againſt true Allegiance, Obs. g. 
8.: ot againſt the Declaration in a Legal 
"Senſe, Obp. 10. 
9. Not againfi Political Power, but Force 
without Political Power, Ob). 11. 
A 3 10. Not 


10. Not--ageinft- *ny- "Rojat” Preropative” in 
general, Ob TT 
11: Not againſt the Supremacy, Ob) 
42: Not Cridinud Diſobodionce, 
x35 Not cinuomanodions'vy'v nſafe Jo 
: Mick in reſpect af hb 'p; 
ang; Evils in'rentoues; 2 *£8,18; 
14 Nd. diſparigement #6 the" Frime'! 
mga ah catenot | dtherw 
obBliave tiffertvice' LL 
People, Oby 17: V 
Laſtly, Concluſion, ſhewing g, { hat 
. reſeflante \of illegal Force hy _ 
I 


make all Monarchs AFbit: 
bidond.: tit no nouns 4d Ml nh ed 


þ lian 899 vi (RIS) 201 1» 
! 
Vo ' £% 4 a c* < A " p a. A -< 
. 8 _ 
* TU 


> 10 moill\aA wh C\ 


- F P £202 * ; Ld. / "i 'T eo” 4 _ 
.0 [GJ JUN SI tl IOLIER \0V\ \ 


: * 's r . T 
wal v ny Konttinnn gd Wi Bningh _ 
Go k - 
01 ic) ,a\xs 
| © - aA 
q WIJJIIW(PBY Gy 49! \ M4 
-L1 If 0 % 3U+ 0” \ \D Y\ \\" IV \ 1w06 1! 


® 
> i : - - oe N 
» 9 k 0 *'- "4 on - 
% 


7 
a@Aayuuwu©O©Þ£[Þ...ioDÞDÞQÞT FI 7 I ad Ada £ 


: The Thoughts of a | Private Perſon. 


_ |; 


vr 


"EN have three Rules to walk by, which we may 
call Laws, that is, Nutwre, Reaſon, and Reigien ; and 
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(12)) 
and Meaſures of the Publick,. ( as in caſe of ſidden Aſſavlts ) 
he may by the Law of Nature, break che. Peace and fmite tis 
Adverſary to ſave his own life, becauſe humane Laws can re- 
ward n6 Perſon's obedience with fo good a thing as life, and 
therefore, the publick good excepted, his life is to be preferred 
before all forms of Law. Bur it.is ON che Laws of God; 


it is 
according to the 'Laws of Cod oe found: Reak, 
is ſafe, and the At commeydable: befoxe God and Pod: Mer, 
though it be againſt the form of Political Law : For thodgh jr 
be againſt the, Form, it is not.againitithe Reaſon of that Law ; 
and the Form not being extenfive enough of- Mar's ſafety; it 
mult give place to-necellity, and abloir him-of his duey when 
his duty. would deſtroy him. | | 

The Safety of Man ſhows.us borh the Neceſſity aand: End of 
liumane Goyernment ; for, when | private Perſons 'foarid:' 
could not. be Safe, they were willing .to enter- into Compi 
and Affociations, and repoſite their private Safety in the wy i 
tick Intereſt : And therefore; if after this Aﬀociation' ſome of 
Nei Fellows will break, the Covenants; and go'about'to' des 

oy the Reſt, it ts lawful, both; by:the Laws of God: and*M# 
for the 'infured” to defend themſelves); and by the Law#a 
Compatts by.them made, -and conſented to;'on-both” ids, for 
the gURIek Good. Otherwile it would be 'unlawful to-refiſt 
mjultice, and conſequently a Thief or a Robber, © | 
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Prince or: Potentate more Authority over the People than 
the Tables of the Government expreſs, and of theſe there are 
diverſe degrees. Thoſe that are Govern'd by the Will of their 
Prince, whoſe Word is a Law, if he command their Perſons 
for Slaves, or their Eſtates to ſerve bis Ambition, they muſt 

z and God requires it of them, becauſe it is the Prince's 
Right. Arbitrary Princes have a Political Power to treat a 
Sabjec& cruelly and inhumanely ; cheir Immortality is an of- 
fence againſt God, nor in juſtice to the Subject who had given 
himſelf up to be uſed at their diſcretion. But thoſe tha are 
to rule by Laws made for the Publick Good, and ſuch as ren- 
der the Subjects Freemen,not Slaves; ſuch as ſecures their Re. 
ligion, Liberty and Property ; if theſe Princes contrary to 
Law impriſon their Perſons, or ſeize their Eſtates, they do it 
unjuſtly, without God's Warrant, or any Political Authoriy, 
and may be reſiſted ; or elſe we might not reſiſt the Devil, 
ſhould be creep into the Court ina Jeſuits habit, and Haman- 
like, get a Commiſſion to cut all our Throats. 

If I be called to ſuffer for my Religion, or the Faith of 
Chriſt, I am bound to ſuffer upon a mighty reaſonable ac- 
count : For firſt, It is the beſt way to overcome, my Faith can 
Triumph ſo by no other Victory as by Death, for that is a Vi- 
tory never to be loſt again. 2. Though I dye, the Tyrant 
bath not his end, but is by that means utterly defeated of ir. 
And 3. I ſhall be an infinite gainer by ir, for I ſhall have an 
infinite Reward for what I ſuffer, and what] loſe. But there 
is a vaſt difference berween ſuffering for the Faith of Chriſt, 
and for'the frame of a PoliticatkGovernment; for if I may noc 
reſiſt I am overcome. 2: If lam overcome; the Tyrant gets 
his End; namely, an Arbitrary Power. And.z.He has promigd 
no Reward for ſuch Voluntary entering into Bondage, or 
owning an uſurped Authority. - The Church and the frame 
- of the State ſtand upon Two ſeveral Bottoms,” God bas pro- 
miſed to ſupport the Churcb, and there needs no Arm of fleſh 
to. defend /it-under the worſt 'of | Goyernments : But the 
frame of every Government-is'a Humane Structure ;-and 
though God : does: -impower - and authorize every Govern- 
ment, yet he has left the Choice: of the ſeveral kinds: ta:the 
Parries,and has promigd to bleſs them in the juſt Adrmminiſtra- 
tion'of their ſeveral Choices; bug no where has he promisd to 

B ſup- 


. (4) 
ſypport the partichlar frame they chaſe, chat" as their Prg- 
dence raiſed it, 6 their Prudence muſt defend ic, or it muſt 
fall at every King's pleaſure, and when they have choſen one 
the Frame; God nyt iv/granes nexhec the King nor 
the People grearer Priviledges than the Frame 1t (elf expret- 
ſes, which im diverſe Nations is different, ſome ſubmicting 
to be goternd by the will of hits they! Voluntarily choſe. 
Others to one'tlift will Govern by Laws of tHeir- own ma- 
king, and his approving. Others to one of their preceeding 
Kings Race or Lins. 'Othets to' a multirude..: Othets to a 
few of the beſt and prefutnprively wiſeſt Perfons,' and every 
Peoples choice miſt be the rhealare of their Obedrence, ifthey 
have made an il Bargain they mnſt ſtand to i, ahd if they 
have f'tade a good one they may ſtand for it.. If therefore 
any Governor challenge more of the Snbject than is in the 
Submiſſion, That Sabjetts may by the Laws of God and Man 
deny'to yield it. Afd if the Prince deny to-givethe Subjet 
as much as in the Graft, che Subject may. Challenge his 
Right, and ifby Force or Fraud, 'contrary'to the. Frame of 
the Government, the Governor will. force the Governed 
from his Right, 'the Obligation of ſabjeCtion ceaſes: ſo far, 
and he imnay defend himſelf from the oppreſſion and - injuſtice 
as well as he can. | I. 
'Obj. 2. But he'miuſt ar jort=ryg 0 in God's way, bu defence 
muſt be without Sin. And that 3s tither 'by :Prayers' td God, br 
bityeaties to the ' Prince, by by. Suffering; for the Scripture ſays, 
all Power #re of God, chey thar refiſt the: Bawer,;:refilt 
the Ordindhte'\af God: Rom x3. 2: Hwd (Sr Peter: groes) Chri- 
ians in Charge, ' thatfithey Tabtnit to cveryrOrdinance:of Man 
forthe Lorie ; I9E- fr Lf0k 
Anſw. At! Powets indeed are of Gdd, that is, every 'Go- 
vethtment his God's Wartant -to proceed according to. the 
Frans of the' Govertiment, ' to the Endaf the Government, 
which is tlie: publick Good] The-Power is of God, but the Re- 
ſtraint of thePotver is imtheFrame of the Government, | and 
che Fretheis #rhfimanc Ordinatice or Sconcture,-as the Apo- 
ſfle "*clegantly Expreſſes it, 4v3 porn: ntier- he therefore thac 
refiſteth rhe Goverrment,proceedech/accordirig tothe Frame 
of the' Government, tefiſteth the Ordinance:of -God. Bur if 
the Governor proceed 'neiehior according to the Frame ofiche 
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Government, nor'to the End, bur againſt ic, ſuch Proceſs 
carinort be rhe Ordinance of God, unlefs God have two con- 
tradiftory Ordinances of Foxce, at one time in the fare Go- 
verhh "and then the command may be trac and fallt, 
ed ubjetts duty good and evil, and men would be 

petuafty diſtrafted wirh ſerving two Maſters. This 
Do tabs the Government God's and the DeviPs, and as 
no lefs than to pur a {apy Kaos Juggle upon the Ordi- 
nance of God + which is always ſimple, and at one with it 
ſelf.” "Theſe therefore'cannot tye us to 6bey the 
"the Government, becauſe they rye 
vs to obey"rhe Goyernoicht: and tha this is afl they rye. ts 
from reſiſting, is evident by the Reafon St. Poul gives, which 
is, becauſe the Reſiſters refit the Ordinance of God , and there- 
fore it'is expreft, if it wete bur as warily Tread, for 
it is'hotw reſifteth the perſon or the will of the Go- 
vertior; but whoſoever refifteth che Power ( and thar Power 
is neither more nor lefs than the Frame of the Governmenr 
expreſſes) refiſteth the Ordinance of God, and to this Re- 
ſiffance the Penalty is-annexed.” 

Bat it does nat follow, becauſe |" may not refiſt the Or-. 
dinatice of God, 'that T'* may no the powerleſs and 
inauthoritative, urjuſt, Artempts of Superiors upon me, for 
then a Souldier might nbt reſiſt his Captain Rus w would rob 
him, nor' a Married Man-ſtryanc his Maſter that would 
force his Wife. 

This 1 thitk evidences, Ftar to refiſt a Superi and his 
evil In nts and Accom while'they Aft contra- 
ry to the Frame of the Go t, is not to refiſt the Pow- 
er of God, or che Qxdinance af God, bur to keep. off thoſe 
who uſrp upan the Power of God,and the Frame of the Go- 
vernment,and the juft Rights 6f others. For 1 would fain know 
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(5) : 
God's Ordinances be contradiftory, and that would render 
God guilty of double dealing, as well as the Jeſuits. Which 
being utterly impoſſible, it muſt be concluded, That the reſiſt- 
- ing ſuch Commiſſions, and the Inſtruments afting by them, 
* 1s not to refiſt Lawfnl Anthority, but to remove Unlawful ; 
not to do evil, but to hinder it; not to fin, but to prevent 
Sinners for doing miſchief; and it would be very hard mea- 
ſure for a Man to be damr'd for doing ſuch a good Office. 
Biſhop Bilſon, therefore ſpeaking of this Text, ſays, It « not 
reſiſting the King's Will againſt Law, but according to Law that 
is forbidden. Feat py got , and pgs a ri, That the 
People may in drverſe Caſes reſiſt Kings that are tyed to govern 
4, 298 which they could nat 144 they think theſe wank 
forbad all refift ance. | 
_ Much indeed is faid from the Practice of the Jews, and. 
the Primitive Chriſtians, and. the. SubjeCtion of Servants, 
but' nothing to the purpoſe; for their Caſe is not ours, more 
than their frame of Government is ours ; their Servants 
were Slaves, and their Kings and Emperours Wills were 
their Laws ; their People had no Magns Chartaes to ſhow, 
nor Fundamental Compadts, and f@, could plead. no in- 
wpſtice in any command, the frame of, the Government. 
arranted all choſe commands that had the Royal pſca- 
fare © Their Political Power was more. extenſive than their 
Moral Power. The People were wholly at the Mercy of 
the Prince : All their Laws were Atts of Grace, not funda- 
mental Reſerves and inherent Rights, and therefore in Spi- 
rituals they had no Cauſe to reſiſt, and in Temporals they 
might not, as was obſerved above. -. If they had been un- 
der limitted Governments. as, we are, , we might have 
heard of Blows as well as Words, St.. Pau! was never 
virulent with his Tongue, as when he was ſmitten contrary 
ON Tube Fe conr perm v7 nth bon reap 
: Oh 3. ' But the Perſon of the King js Sacred, and muſt not be 


| La Ifay fo'too; butir ig his juſt Power that makes him 
ſo. therefore in dangerons times, he is to be-counſelled 
and. perſiyaded to ſecure himſelf, by ; keeping within the 
| "of the Laws, and holding them forth for the 
lick Good, by gaining che Aﬀections of che Pope, and 
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and Perſwaſions, Joy. with keg Men, and, wilfu wikuby « EX 

.bimmſelf go, hy yarey of blind Bullets, charg! to be 
giver to.all,..t ; nbnd © kat bien wittingly or. wi lly.; the 
hand thar im 1p may "not pull bim down: God for- 

d that any, hould think of kiſling him -de induftrid, or de- 
ms of his repentance before. God does, nothing . paſt can 
prejudice a Penitent bee og. and I hope not before M 
thus the. 's Perſon and; Power will, be fafe in Yew 
of a Civil. War, .iot (6 fake as.jin peaceable times, bat as 
23,can conſiſt with the'S Right, when. their, pron 
and Laws, Liberty and Property, are Violently, invaged.. 
And therefore if any thing befall his Perſon by hands, 
ws i but a Tomas and accidental. thing, which may Ingen 

Lin  peaceable 

This ſhows that Reſiting the King's gy 
Forces , in defence of theis own juſt, , is not 
ſiſting the Ordinance of 'God, and conſequently no. Sin ; 
and then the Conſcience is not tyed, otherwiſe than the 
Laws, of the Land, and the particular Frame of the Go- 
vernmenttyex it. 

Ob, 4, Be tore the - King, or by Commiſſioners, Pl againſt 
ih Frank of the overnment, is E hone a Monarchy, and againſt 
the Laws and Statutes of t the Realm. 

Anſw. If it be fo, it is a'great. Sin; but as it is certain this 
is a Monarchy, ſo it i — that it. 1s limited in the Foun- 
dation, otherwiſe, the King, wopld. haye . all the Legilla ative 
Power, and he Parliarens no Authority or TIN! "* 5 pert 


ved from. hin, -and then, he. muſt be ABienty nd we 
Slaves, and all our Laws muſt be re of Ciice: pins Fun- 
damencal Rights: Not from, any inherent Fower reſerved at 
the Infficution to our ſelves, arid never ſubmitred ro: the 

e, bur from the Gracious condeſcention of an BO 
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. (669 )) 
Good, As in caſe;of an Invaſion-to-burn LINE 
than it ſhonld be a refuge for the Enewy, or 20 open Sluges 
and to drown a part of the Gountry, for though theſs things 
have. not the form! of Law, they have xhe:reaſon, and. that 
is Publick-Gnod :: And therefore. it is nos Law. bus Neceſſity, 
hot. the-King's Command: but Publick Good, - that wagrants 
theſe, Ads; -Atid when' Peace xerunns,] the Injured; are to 
have fatisfation-made by the Publick; not 2s of Chanity, but 
as of Juftice, which ſhows that the Law looks upon it as-a 
Treſpafs, juſtified only by Neceſlity and we Publick Good. 
And' the particular Perſans: here,  bave reaſon to be. quiet 
and make no refiſtance, becauſe they ſhall reap double: be. 
nefit by it, one in the Pablick Good, and another from the 
Publick Treaſure. Bur it does not follow, that if the\King 
in ar: angry mood:, ſhould command his Guards to-fire 
Newmarket, 'becauſe he had loſt an Horſe-race there, or had 
a thiad ito have @ Bonefire, becauſerhe had won one, thar 

the Intiabitancs might not reſiſt them. 

Obj. | 5. | By what Law ? Not by the Law of the Land? 

Anfw: Yes, By the:Law of the-Land a Petty Conſtables 
Word would jaſtitie Reſiſtance, better than;the Kings Com- 
miſſion cord juftifie the illegal Attempt, -Bur ſuppeſeithere 
wer&no Perſon that. had:the: leaſt Authority, and that. rherre- 
fitarice conkd hot;be within the prefaribed Form of -Govern- 
ment ; yet becauſe the force it an'unanthoritarive: force, 
and becauſe there is greater feceflity of the End of the/Go- 
vernment than of the Form ; Men mayiby the Law of [Na+ 
tore/and the Law'cf Reaſon proceed. tothe End; :; not with. 
oural}-Form, 'bat'without the.Political-Form;-for thoſe pro+ 
ceedingsthav/ are according to Reafon,/ arc not fimply un- 
der flo Law,' but under amareexrentiwellaw ;-and-thatLaw 
juſtifies reſiftanvbe, even of. Superiors, When there is no other 
way of defence left: the People. if che Caſe will admir of 1n- 
treaties, or ober/Connitls; of kegal/Appeals, theyare to be 
uſe; | bur if thefe ber room or.thele; or if they-rake no 
place, bur «Hegalforce be: uſed; that force may, nay muſt be 
reſiſted, or evil is conſented ro. For he that will not-ferye 
the Publick" by that means when ther® is mo other, "does 
4Ctually conſent eo the 18min of it; He-thet has his Hobſe 
on fire, and will not ſtir to quench the flames though:he 
ya be 


( 20/) 
be able; is wiflng ſure it ſhould be burnt. "The Rules of 
Prudence indeed dre to be' obſerved, for if there 'be no 
probability that reſiſtance will prevent the Evil, the'attempc 
1s Folly, and if reſiſtance will do- more harm than it 
is inſetviceable ; and if there be any other means etteftaal 
it is 'unreaſonable, for it ought to'be the laſt refuge, and 
then if-the Canfe be Good, Necefſicy juſtifies i 
to the End : Not by illegal Means, but by ſuſpending che 
Political Form, and appealing to the. Reaſon of Mankind, 
and introducing the Law of Nature : And this is no more 
then when Judgement at Common-Law is,revcrſed in Chan- 
cery, the Form of the Law gives place to Equity and ſound 
Reaſon. 

Obj- 6. But is it Rebellion? 

Anſw. 1 Anſwer, Rebellion is reſiſting the juſt Power 
of che Government, and if ſo, then it is no Rebellion to re- 
fiſt the unjuſt and uſurped Power, for then it would be Re- 
bellion to reſiſt Rebellion , and there could be no ſuch thing 
as a juſt defence againſt the exorbitant Power of Princes; 
and then the King might Commiſſion a Captain, or 'a Col- 
lonel, to role up and down in the Country and Plunder, 
and 'it would be Rebellion in the” Poſſe Com. (at leaſt in 
any/Private Family ) to reſiſt 'them. -- And a private Com- 
miſſion to 'cut' our Throats would tye our 'Hands till che 
buſineſs were done. But the reſiſting ſuch Force, as has 
neither Moral nor Political Power, is no more Rebellion 
than to figbr-againſt a Wild Beaſt, that came with Strength, 
but/no Authority to devour them- "The Papiſts indeed have 
taken up Arms, without and againſt the juſt Power” of 
this Land, 'not only againſt the Form of Law, bur co 'the 
overthrow "of the 'Laws, and Fundamental Rights of this 
Government, direftly again& the'Letrer, the Power, and 
the End of the Law, which is as inflaving to the Subjects 
as an uſurping Conqueſt ; and it is no more Rebellion to 
reſiſt them, than Wat Tyler or Fack Cade: They are Rebcls 
who Arm againſt the Government, not they that defend it 
by' Arms. | 

'Obj. 47. But this is to wſurp the Power of the Sword, 
_ by the Frame of the Government u wholly in the King's 
Hand, 


Anſw, 
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Anſw. The Political Power of the Sword indeed is in the 
King, but that does nor deveſt the Subject of all defence by 
Arms, but only of ſuch defence as is againſt or inconſiſtent 
with the Political Power. If force be oftered that wants Po- 
litical Power, whoever does it, does it but in the Nature 
of a private Perſon, and private Perſons may reſiſt ſuch, The 
Right of Self defence is a precedent Righe to all Policy; and 
every Man has fo mach of it ſtill, as 1s not given up unto 
the Political Power he lives under. They therefore that 
have given themſclves up to be govern'd by Law only, bave 
Right to deferd themſelves, not only againſt the private 
Aftajlant,which is allowed in all Governments,but alſo againſt 
illegal Force. And this Reſiſtance is no Uſurpation upon 
the Magiſtrates Power, becauſe it is not an Aft of Civil Au- 
thority, but of Natural Right : And if thouſands joyn in the 
Atrempc, they are all Volunteers ; a Multitude, but no 
Corporate ; and ſich as challenge no Authority over tho 
they reſiſt, but deny SubjeCtion to ſuch unauthoricative 
Force : For ſuch Force wanting Political Power, has no 
Power but Strength, and Strength authorizes.none to injure, 
but Natural Right authorizes every one to defend himſelf; 
ſo that in this caſe, the Reſiſter has a moral Power or War- 
rant, but the illegal Invader none at all. 
Obj. 8. But the Reſiſters ought not to do an mlawful AF to 
Anſw. 1 Anſwer , That Act is not ſimply Unlawful that 
wants Political Power ; the Law is made for the publick 
Good as the End, and therefore if the preſcribed means be 
not ſufficient for the End, the Law permits that other rea- 
ſonable means be uſed, otherwiſe People might dwell upon 
the Shadow till they*ve loſt the Subſtance. The Poſſe Com. ought 
not by the preſcribed form of Law to go into anotber Coun- 
ty ; but if the other County at that time had no Sheriff, where- 
by the power of that County could not be raiſed to defend 
it ſelf; or if there were Ships in the Borders of the nexc 
County, to which the Plunderers might eſcape if they were 
not hotly purſued, I queſtion not but the Poſſe Com. mighe 
do-a commendable At to purſue them, and take them in 
the next County: The Law w7 made for the publick 
| Good 


Ly 
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Good, and not the Publick Good for the Law/;' and chere- 
fore when the Law cannot anſwer its own End, or preſcribes 
incffetual Means, any juſt and honeſt Means may be nſed; 
and this is not deſtructive of the Law, but fupplerory ; not 
a violating the Form preſcribed, but an improving-it: And 
though a Man may be cafled eo account for doing/a Good 
A iti ſaoh! a' manner, I ſuppoſe ir is but'to know the Truth 
of the Marter,and to preſerve the Reverence of che Laws; frx 
he is already cleared in his own Conſcience, and in the 
Breaſts of all Good Men ; and a Pardon in that caſe does bur 
declare it is\fo, and ought of Right ( not of Grace) tobe 
granted, For it is not necelfary in reſpect of any Crime, bur 
in reſpec of ſome defett in the Law, which had not made 
ſafficient provifion for the Pablick Good. 

Obj. 9. But it is againſt true Allegiance, and an Oarh muſt 
be kept though it be to our own burt. 

Anſw. True Allegiance muſt be proportioned to the 
Frame of the Government, and the end of that Frame. 
Therefore if the Frame be to reſtrain Arbirrary Power, the 
Subject carnnor owe Arbitrary Allegiance. Allegiance is 
more in ſome places, and leſs in others; but no Man caniowe 
ſo much Daty to his Prince, 'as not to have a Satvo for God 
and his Life, and here we can owe none that is againit our 
Laws and the Publick-Good, for that would deftroy the Go. 
verpment. , Our Allegiance cherefore mult be bounded+by 
our Laws, and not by 'the King's Word,” or Will: No Man 
can fwwear to obey the King's Word or Will ſimply; "but ac- 
cording to Law. It would be Sin ro rye: our ſelves to think, 
or ſpeak, or do, what he would have us at large. 'Our Alle. 
giance therefore muſt be ſuch as will conſiſt with the Frame 
of our Government, and that muſt be ſach as i couched-in 
che Body of our Laws. 'Orher Allegiance there can'be none, 
but what is wrapt up in'Courteſies and Formaliries. * For it 
feems the King, as well as the People, is under the Law m 
ſome Senſe, under the direQion of it, thongh not under the 
conſtraint ; and therefore at his Coronation, he does a kind 
of Fealty to the Laws and Government, and fears Alle. 

jance to them, as to a Supream Lord. The Oathiwnot on- 
; Will you grant the Laws, but will you grant and keep the yg 
an 
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and Cuſtom: hnd ; and the Anſwer is, I grant and 

OF Par  Jeuntrand woe An mad wa 
the King can be againſt Law, #0 which be himielf owes AL 


ſhe Caf being thus far clear, That the Allegiance fworn 
to, is no other bnt our Legal Ducy ; it does not hinder but 
that we may reſiſt Illegal Force. When the King of the 
Scots {wore Allegiance to onr —_— it did not deprive him 
barony his juſt Right, by taking up Arms'if ho 
. And the King of when he ſwore AL 
Jogiancs ro the King of France, no ſcruple to take up 
Arms againſt his Liege Lord, in defence of his juſt Rights : 
And the Old Lawyers tells us, That the very Villain mighe 
in caſe of Rape and Mnrther Arm againſt his Lord ; and if the 
Law Arm a Villain againſt his Lord, Subjets are worſe 
than Villains, if they may not Arm againft their Sovereign 
Lord's Il Forces, in defence of their Laws, Lives, Eſtates, 
and the Publick Good; but what makes it moſt evident is the 
Clauſe in Ki Henry's Charter, which ſays, 's fee 


wade t "_ abr bun” melee aw i ſe 

= Ale Th Wore rob (yank 

Lieet omnibus de Regwo noftyo, contra nos inſurgere 

age fu — iant, we fi Wy fx, oor 
to the ſame in King obs Charter, which 

I find chus qu Et 7 Barones, cum comwmnuna fotins 

terre , & freovebant Nor. Modis onthe quibiis 

pateyunt ; " ſcilicet yer coins Cofromm, ror winged © 

nun, modss quibus potuerint , does 

a er warren Lett > _ yp porngs, 

fire & Liberorarms mftroram. Much ſaid of Ne 

rure about the Old Allegiance; which ned cogbatibite. 

mage and Fealty ; bur this enough to ſhow that rrae Alls. 

giance does not tye us from: flegul Forte, and heo- 
Incroachments our' 

Ob}, xo. But ſuch Refiſt ence would be. 0h Boda 
which ſays, It is not Lawful upon any pretence | phaſing rote 
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Seruple, which at firſt View ſeems to tell us, That it is finful 
upon any Ppretence whatſoever, to-take up Arms -againit the 
King, &<c. [But it is no. good conſequence to ſay, That it is ſin- 
fal becauſe it is unlawful, unleſs the Diſcourſe be reſtrained 
to the Laws of God. I muſt confeſs it-is Politically unlawful 
for Subjefts in any Caſe, or for any Cauſe whatever, rotake 
vp Arms againſt the King, and thoſe Commiſlior'd by him ; 
becauſe ſuch a taking up Arms here can have no Political 
Authority : But it is Morally lawful in all limicted Govern- 
ments to reſiſt that Force that wants Political Power. The 
Regal Power is Irreſiſtable in all Perfons,. from the King to' 
the Petty Conſtable ; but it -does not hinder but that all 
theſe Perſons may be reſiſted, when they do what they 
have no Political Power to. They that have a limitted 
Power, -and- a preſcribed Duty, may either ACt againſt; or. 
beyond their Commiſſion 3 and when [they ſo do, they may 
be reſiſted : For-ſuch Atts have no Political Power in them, 
though the Perſons have to other Purpoſes. If a Com- 
miſſion ſhould be granted to a Company of Ruffiaxs to Plun- 
der and Maſſacre, they 'might have ſomething more of the 
King's AfﬀeCtions, but. no more. of his Authority. than pri- 
vate Robbers bad; -and conſequently. might ; be . reſilted: 
with equal Honeſty. -None- therefore can - make this De- 
claration-in [its full-Latitude, but upon this preſumption, 
That ehe: King and his Miniſters keep pe ally within the 
Bounds of the Law ; otherwiſe they declare the King has 
an:Arditrary.Power, which is againſt.the Fundamental Laws 
of \this Land,..and a kind of; Teeafon.againit the State : For: 
if he may. not -be seſflted in.any Caſe, he may be under 
ſme Moral reſtrainr,: bur under. no-Political: reſtraint; and 
conſequently. the- Polirical 'Frame of the Government- muſt 
be Arbitrary... The- meaning therefore” of this Declaration 
can be no other,,but that a Man can have no Civil Power 
or, Authority in any Caſe: to- take! up Arms;.againſt- the. 
King, &c. But this'does not debaxany Man of the Natural 
Right.of. Self-defence, by Privace Arms againſt Inauthori- 
tarive Forge... \ i on 1d 0 SEATED 
Obj. 11. To this ſome reply, that. ſeeing God hath placed the 
Goverving ( though limitied ) Power in the King's Hand, no Man 
v{2 11156 . may, 
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, by any Natural Right or Private Defence, reſiſt his illegal 
an I, Power muſt not be reſiſted, though abuſed. 

Anſw. There is a great difterence between the abuſe of 
Power, and the-want of Power ; and therefore this Argu- 
ment either ſuppoſes the Power greater than it is, or con- 
cludes ill. Thc King anJ Parliament have indeed an Ar- 
bircary Power ' ( 1 do not fay Infinite, but as Extenſive as 
the Frame of the Government will bear;) and therefore. if 
they 'make @, very grievous Law ( though they ought, not, 
for they.are \under. a Moral reſtraint though no Political ) 
neicher the King nor any of his Miniſtcrs may be reſiſted m 
the due Execution of it, But the King .has no Power to 
burden us beyond or againſt Law ; and we may thank our 
own. Weakneſs if, ever we have Strength to do it. | This 
ſhows us there is a grear difference berwixt the abuſe of Po- 
ltical Power angd,the wang. of it. , Abuſed Power muſt not 
be reſiſted, bue Force without Power. may. . The Political 
Power, of Arbitrary. Princes, is more extenſive than their 
Moral Power : And this tyes the Subject to Non-reſiſtance, 
when he, is lmmorally or Uncbriſtianly, uſed. They that 
ſubject) chemſelves.co anochers Diſcrecion, develſt themſelves 
of. all defenee.., Bur they,chat reſerve Property and Liberty 
co. themſelves, may. jaitly, Gaſend them,, when. they -are 
unjuſtly Iryaded. Had the King an Arbitrary Power, which 
he did -abuſe to vex the Proteffants, I for my part ſhould 
_ my ſelf obliged.to ſuffer and nor, reſiſt, as 1, _ Fn 
the Prymitive. PAY 6 ;:but;;ſeeing be N Politi 
Power to uſe me ſa,vnd the, maſt Abſo 
has; Wo Mace Bower to pA; unjuſt Aft.to his Vs et} 
ſhould be. a ſenſeleſs. Fool, it if, wighout any Obligation jen 
from God or Man, 1 ſhould ſtand Blows rather than withſtand 
them. The Truth is, Non-reſiltance ſtretch'd thus far, un- 
der this Government, would make us like the Two Fools 
that went:to. the Field to. fight with one Staff, with. which 


Ns Voſs, be "a þ ad it, owls wah ofher, who ſtood all 
tule, with big ly, bearing, all 
the Blows his Brocher Fool oi Pocket good to lay-on. ' 
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-2, Others conclude otherwiſe 'againſt this DoCtrine, and 
ſay, The King having the Sacred Power Lodged in him, may 
not be refifted, though he AQ -withour, or againſt that 
Power, for reverence of that Juſt Power of God that is in 
him. 

This looks like a picce of Courtſhip to God, and ſmells 
more of Superſtition than Divinity : God requires no Honor 
to the prejudice of.Juſtice, or the Advancement of Injuſtice ; 
but''this too Devout kind of Reverence would inable a 
bad Prince to injure the Innocent,” and wonld- leave Juſtice 
defencelefs on Earth. how Power is a Sanctuary indees, but 
the Sanftuary is of no larger extent than the Power. This 
is evident by the Tenour of all Commiſſions, the Granter 
muſt have a competent Power of what'he Grants, and rhat 
Warrants the Executor to proceed to'the end of the Granr'; 
but the having Power to one Purpoſe; cannot pri a Man 
from Reſiftance, if he proceed to another: Chimney- 
man that is Irrefiſtable in his Office, is Reſiſtable if he gather 
the Corn in the Town-fields : And the King that Receives 
his Commiſſion from the King of Heaven to execute the 
Law, and is therefore Irrefiſtable in the Execution of it, is 
yet Reſiſtable, if he ſhure up alf-the Courts of Juſtice, and 
abuſe his'Subje&ts oofitrary to Law: In this caſt he' Ky Hot 
by the Power of God, but his Own ; by an Arm of Fleſh, or 
the Strength of Wicked Men ( not by any Political Power, 
or Moral Power) but by the Savage Power of a Beaſt, or' 
the Malicious Power of Hell. And how any Honor ſhould 
acctye to God by a Voluntary fubmicting to! ſich a Power, 
is beyond my comprehenſion; "they are moſt likely ro Ho- 
nor God, that ſtand tip moſt for his Power, and wilt ſubmit” 
to no other. | 

I have bronght in theſe Two ObjeCtions here, becauſe the 
Declaration is the moſt ſpecions and obvious Plea' for Non- 
refiſtance, and is uſually back*d with one of theſe Conceirs ;/ 
that either want of Polirical Power, -is but abnſe of: Political 
Power; or that a limitred Politicat Power is a Sariftuary for' 
yy Aftions in gre ir reſts. 1h . 

j. 12. But to reſilt ſuch Forces as are Commiſſiond by t 
King, « againſt the Royal Prerogarroe of the Crown. Aufor 
W. 
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Anſw.. The King has no Prerogatives ( except ſuch as are 
wrapt up in boyorary Formalities ) but what the Law gives 
him, we-muſt not therefore preſume a Prerogative, and 
then conclude it Law ; but firſt find the Law, and by it 
prove the Prerogative; and when we have found the 
Prerogative, it muſt be meaſured by what. the  Publick 
Good will bear, and not by what the Abſoluteneſs of the 
Prerogative will admit: For no Prerogative can be -uſed 
that is againſt che Frame oof the Government, or the Publick 
Good. Interpretations of Law therefore ought rather to 
favour Liberty and Property than Prerogative; becauſe the 
benefiting of the Subject comes nearer to the End 'of the 
Goverrment, than 'che exceflire Honouring .the Prince. 
Honorary Prerogatives are in their Degree neceflary, and 
not ſiperfinous ; there mult be ſomething to maintain the 
Reverence 'of Maginttrates, but they ought to give way to 
Pablick Intexeſt ; and the reſt are nothing but Powers placed 
inthe King to do Good with, and not Good or Ill as be plea- 
fes. A Prerogative therefore cannor deſtroy a Law, bur it 
may fupply its Defects, partdoning a Coandemn'd lanocent; 
or a hopeful Penitent, or diſpenſing with'a Law,: ro one, 
that by particular Accident, the Law in its Rigour would 
undo : Bat: no Ptrerogative can /Impower the King to de- 
firoy "the Peoples Liberty or Property. That diſpenſing 
Power, that like a State -Oprumn, cafis all the Laws afleep, and 
is. an Engine of Publick Milcltief-:is no Pretogative belong- 
ing .to:theCrownof England, bit a Vice that does nar belong 
to:it, For't brings Guiltt port the King, andDamage' oporr 
the Sabjedt, and is a real :dimmution” of -the. Dignities of 
the Crown : For it, and (irch like, ferve only to Impower 
the King to do Miſchief:with/fecurely; chat is, they give an 
Immnniry from Punifhment, but not fromGuilk. As ſup- 
poſe the King by ſuch a claimed Preragacrve,fhould ſhat vp 
all rhe Coirts of Jujtive ſoichar. nonefhould be trad; he mighr 
be free! from Puniſhment, imic;not from-GGnitc ;: be'is clear 
by Neceſlicy only, not by 'Righe 5 the Caſe Tranſcends the 
Frame 'of |the Government, none can Judge him (that has 
neither Equals nor Superiaors, :and fo be eſcapes ;:becanſe 
he. cannoc be:Bundhed; nmoc: hecaule: the ay” = 

us 
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Thus the pretended Prerogative beſpatters him ,...and fo 
leaves him. v | 4 9 10 


 Obj. 13. But it is againſt the $ emacy ; for the Supreme 
eught to have the Supreme credit, bord is judging what is Low, 
and what # for the Publick Good. | 


Anſw. As the King is Supreme in the Executive part, (6 
the Parliament have a ſhare in the Legiſlative, which I:cake 
to be the very Apex of Supremacy, and therefore they ought 
to have their ſhare in interpreting Laws as well as the King, 
or his Judges ; becauſe none knows the meaning ſo well as 
the Makers, if they be alive; and if they be dead, none 
knows the publick Neceſlities ſo well; 'none 1o unlikely to 
deceive, or be deceived, being ſo. numerous ;z none- likely 
to be fo faithful, and ſo unlikely to be corrupted, baving ſo 
great an intereſt in the publick Good ; none like to be ſo 
effeftual in working a compliance in the Peoples hearts, ſee- 
ing it is in effet their own Determination :: But. yet. they 
cannot do it without the King, for that would place his Par- 
liament above himſelf. 


The King indeed is Supreme in: the Legiſlative part as 
well as in the Executive part, but he has not the whole 
Supremacy in the Legiſlative part as he has in the Execu- 
tive : He i the Head of that Body in'which it reſts, but che 
Power ( like the Soul of Man ) is in the whole Body, 
though moſt eminently in the Head. The Parliament 
have their Exiſtence, but not their Eſſence from him. 
When they are called together , they Alt by a proper 
and inherent Right of their own, and not by the King's 
Commiſſion and Direftion. It may be good Manners 
to fall upon what be directs them: co firſt , bue if! any 
thing of greater Moment require -diſpatch , they muſt 
wave a Complement to do a .real Kindneſs tothe publick 
Intereſt ; which they could not do, were they his 
Commiſſioners, and received their power to Act by 
from him : Ir tne yr Bag any arnrng wang 
Fountain head. But ſeeing they Act by their own /inhe- 

rent 
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refit Power,” when met; they can reftrain inthe Ring that 
he-<cannot make a Law without thern, 'or give ſtich-an ir 
terpation of any, either by himſelf 6r his Judges ,” as Thafl 
bind the 'Snbjetts 'ro follow, -or is not Reverſible in Par- 
liament; for fuch Interpretation is part of the-Legiſlative 
Power, and that reſts 'in the King and Subjects Con. 
jundtim. Had the King Authority 'to' bind his'/Interpre- 
tations for 'Law ypon the Subje&t,, he.imight *at Pleaſtire 
elide any Law, and'Law would be but'a Sconce for 
Arbitrary Power. The Opinion indeed of the Judges is 
revererd , but not irreverfible. None can finally bird 
an Interpretation on the Subject but thoſe thar can make 
Law : Therefore if the King and Parhament differ abonr 
the ſenſe of a Law, it is not legally decided riff both agree 
m one ſenſe.” But thar ſenſe that! is really fbr che Publick 
Good'has the Right of a Law, thovgh- not' the Form, and 
they chat juſcifie ſuch an Inteypferarion , are juſtifiable by 
the Law of Nature; ſor 'thotgh it tranſcend the Proceſs 
of Courts, ' and cannot have the force of a political Law, 
yet Reaſon ( Mankinds prime Law ) juſtifies Merv to. pre- 
fer a 'publick Go0d- before'@ private Intereſt; /and” what 
Rs the'Publick Good, they: that feel 'afe beſt able ts 
udge. FY 


Obj. 14. But it js Dyſobedience. 
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bat if the thing commanded tend to. deſtroy the Gavern- 
ment, or introduce a general; Calamity., , Diſpbedience 
becomes a Duty, and fuch vr ( in., this Govern» 
ment ) are Morally , Politically", and -Divinely Power- 
lc; and! the- Diſobedient, in ſuch a Caſe, does the King 
as good Service, as he that diſcovers. Treaſon. ; for - he 
gives him. Notice that his Foot is entering into a Snare, 
and that his Preſervation ſtands in deliſting,, and repenting 
if he would but heed it: And if, the Diſobedience be once 
Good, the higher it goes the better ir is ,. continuing, ſtill 
Good; ie is abfurd to go from Good to Worſe, exten- 
fively. Diſobedience that is Good, : is. ſti} better. as it is 
more likely to prevent 'the Evil; And then Diſobedience 
Defenſive, is doubtleſs better 'than Paſſive; for thar, would 
introduce the Evil Voluntarily,, that is, chey-'that. were: 
not. willing to do, it; themſelves,, were: yet; willing, racler 
others de; it ; and how far that 'can clear them I-(ce; not, 
For though it is not a, downright conſenting to ſubyere 
the Government, yet ie is. a conſenting .that- it. ſhall be 
done, rather. than they , will can the, hazagg to defend is, 
or / prevent ; itz; Which, -is- but Pilate-like,, to. Waſh the: 
Nang of: whay.; their Hearty-tell them they, are- Accel; 
ary to. 


Obj. 15: But War is hurtful.tothe Stowe. 


DAnfſw. The; Arm; war is broke: canopy, f6s.it fel,nor 
can. he thay ſeesits; ſor it by,any;Naryral; PoRer,qerived; 
from the Spirit; but (by @ Violent 4aiturbing them, again, 
the Bone-ſertex 1s. often; farged. to, puH-rhem furchas; alans, 
der: ere he-can; joyn, chem, well,; and fo jt, js when; Wicked; 
Men have. digjoynted:and [broken.the: Banes-pf.Srats, the: 
languiſhing ) Law , canngr!. reſtore 35, ſ616s.. nn; aa; othok; 
thag (egk-- wo - ſore! ity, reſiore; te wighour 48) porn A 
tqrits; broken ,parts but > <berter;; to dar thakdVielenge- 


than to, let: them; Groeakgd as-Ganggeen: ke: that 
has. taken Payſon: YE ſoifen the Vigleoce- @h, a Vomie's,: 
and they. that ares 


ma .he ; madeaken oth beſoret, 
The. wejudien 


__ be made; Well 


Vernment 


whe 'pripirig of dc! "Phiyficiars 
es tb Nature: Rane 1 rin he Diſtaſe 
H6r the RemEdy, and the Gal is upon 'thetn' dat gav 
the Wound, not thoſe that. dreſt ct ; a the Fw rk an 
Smet 'that follows the' Skilf6l, Ch FI nd, is.ndt' 
ut ro hs 


Re mt tro Reno W 
ys 


e thoQ 
a Civil Wat yet'the Guile 
ers. 'Men are not bound to Toft their A, r fear 
of harming Wicked Men, nor to fave a lefs' g's by looſ- 
ing a greater ; a ' ſhort Evil is to be choſen ra cher oth 
r= one: Men had betrer drudge wo proſe 
m, than to enter into. Bo fre ths 
fs: ar(d'the Parfi&tt of our Cottntry' > well ci ddar 
- Barthen of a Wat, rather than to becthe Slaves then. 
ſelves, and leave Popery, BeggerYs and "—_ to theic 
Poſterity, | | | 
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(22) 
2,. I,know Men in. Paſſion, and with 
and 1 backed with Strength, are apt. to , with, high, 
fall in loye with new Inventions. But rex hazard: "nol be 
run, rather than a certain change. adritted: , Refiſting 1l- 
legalities, and 'Miſgovernment, is the way to preſerve Go- 
vernment ; and, as long as the King is ſafe, and his juſt 
Power and Prerogatiyes, the Government is in no danger; 
and, there, is not the leaſt Collous. imaginable thar thoſe 
thar have. tyrrencer6d ttieir Offices. and Honors, the Court 
and the King's Fayour, for preſerving the Government, and 
are now ready hazard their Lives in defence of it, will 
ever alter it : No, their deſign is to preſerve it ; a greater 
Evidence of which they could not give at preſent than. to 
petition for a Free Parliament. 


"* Obj. 27. But thu eqs, 1 dirt upon the Frame of the Govern: 
ment, leaving room for perpetual quarrelling. 


Anſw. Neither this, - nor any other Government that 1 
know of, affords abſolute means of Peace and Preſer- 
vation : The Government is effectua}, enough ſa far a it 
reaches, but it_is not extenſive enough., If the Monarch 
were Arbitrary, theri no Cauſe could introduce Refiſtance; 
the Nation might be at Peace, bur the Subjedts could not be 
ſafe,-and Liberty and .Property would be loſt : Therefore 
* Safety, Liberty and Property be worth the preſerving, 
they, tmiſt be defended when. Wicked Men would wreſt chem 

ſtorm us, "The Conſtitution of his Government ,is' ſigh 
Thit, if oe King and Parhament, or the ang and the Sh 
Ra he about Fundarhencal nedl Rights, ye. Mare Gor 

ihe difference but by et) own Conſent. . 
the Kin Nevins the Parliament could Gererrians the. diffe. 
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op FEI 
” 
the + Quarrell fall HW 5" all I * 
worn to 4 Compliance, or t &y* t 
that is their going to Law, the Sonldiers are their” J 
men , and Victory is their Verdidt, -For the; 
not about breach of Goyernment ,.. pax, Ee 
the Government , vr no 3 and . 
{ends the Executive - part of the 
hot be decided. by Legal Proceſs, 
and. if caninot agree , 'Men Ls 7 
with that ſide they judge in the ri by Fo 


any mult-be. their Gyide , the 


on cir this _g1 d. are 
the +. o Ferchre wo 


peat in thoſe that Jid 
ding *1 in reaſonable Cheats, or 
At, no \. they, | | 


ſach coſtly hopes to ſtand upon. 51:4 8 oitnions wer 
2. This Dofrine renders Government prejudicial to the 
greateſt part of Mankind, depriving them of all juſt de- 
pine For the Mlegal Force bars them of og Detace; 
ntitzir Non-rebiltance bars ther | 
lag ſo Man under one of the bell Coveraneain bn he 
World ) is left Naked in the midit of Savage Beaſts, ( for - 
bomo Inpus ) and muſt not, though be able, make any de- 
fenſe for a im; um all the Rights of Society and Na- 
ture, are facraficed tg th Wicked King, | 
and his Evil Inftrume 58, Ns ee otnick s _ in 
a worſe condition than an onlimitred, Mulritude, for 
may defend themſelves ( if they -will } againſt any Enemy; - 
but theſe have an Enemy, and may not defend them- 
fely thon h in never ſo juſt a Cauſe ; and what is _ 
of all, heir 0Wni FN" whit peers ur thetr” 


Throg... 


Lafth, This Doctrine would; make all Monarchs Arbi-- © 
trary Monarchs, and a like in effect ; for if the SubjeCts 
may not ( nor ought if they were able ) reſiſt the Prince - 
any ” furcher than by refuſing to joyn with him, then be were 


Arbitrary, and might do. whar be pleayd without Re 
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